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heritage and humble roots—and all of
Rhode Island was proud of him. Not
only did he embody the contributions
made by Italian-Americans to our state
and nation, his life and career were a
source of pride and hope for immi-
grants from all nations.

A child when his father died, leaving
his mother and siblings impoverished,
the future Senator and Governor strug-
gled to overcome the many daunting
obstacles that life had laid in his path.
Indeed, the true meaning of Senator
Pastore’s later personal and political
achievements can only be understood
when highlighted against the back-
ground of his own poignant memories
of his childhood, which I would like to
quote.

We lived in the ghetto of Federal Hill. We
had no running water, no hot water. I used to
get up in the mornings and have to crank the
stove, to go out in the back yard and sift out
the ashes and come back with the coal that
I could recoup. I had to chisel with the ice
pick the ice in the sink so that I could wash
up in the mornings. And that was everybody
in the family. That wasn’t me alone. That
was my wife’s family, that was everybody’s
family.

A man who never forgot these hum-
ble beginnings, Senator Pastore cap-
tured the hearts and minds of Rhode Is-
landers in his conviction that if one
worked hard enough and long enough,
one’s dreams would come true. As one
who lived the American Dream, had
risen from poverty to political promi-
nence, Senator Pastore strived to ex-
tend those same opportunities to all in
this country.

While Senator Pastore was a gen-
tleman in everything he did, his con-
victions were equally strong. Whether
he was standing up for the rights of the
underprivileged, or warning of the dan-
gers of nuclear proliferation, Senator
Pastore was not afraid of a political
fight. This was a man who, if asked an
honest question, always provided an
honest answer.

Perhaps for his family there is some
comfort in knowing that Senator Pas-
tore’s career in public service has made
the world a better place. He helped
guide our state and nation through
some of our most tumultuous times—
from his pivotal role in the struggle for
civil rights legislation to his efforts to
protect mankind from the threat of nu-
clear weapons. Indeed, many in our na-
tion may have marvelled at how a
state so small could produce a man so
great.

As the floor manager for the 1964
Civil Rights Act, Senator Pastore dem-
onstrated his deep devotion for main-
taining and promoting the rights of all
people, regardless of their race, color
or background. As a key player in the
negotiation and ratification of the Nu-
clear Proliferation Treaty and the Nu-
clear Test Ban Treaty, Senator Pastore
helped significantly reduce the dangers
of thermonuclear war. On issues as di-
verse as civil rights and nuclear pro-
liferation, Senator Pastore worked suc-
cessfully to tighten the sinews of peace
against a background of conflict.

On a personal note, my father, John
Chafee, who followed John Pastore to
the Senate in 1976, held his predecessor
in the highest esteem. Their relation-
ship consisted of mutual respect, admi-
ration, and a never-ending series of
personal kindnesses, great and small.

Upon his retirement in 1976, Senator
Pastore addressed the Senate one final
time. He expressed his love for this
great institution and laid out the phi-
losophy that had guided his career.

Whatever you do, keep that torch of oppor-
tunity lighted. Protect that flag. Maintain
our institutions. Debate your differences if
you have them. But always realize what that
insignia says, ‘‘E pluribus unum’’—from the
many there are one.

f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
July 18, 2000, the Federal debt stood at
$5,680,376,489,658.94 (Five trillion, six
hundred eighty billion, three hundred
seventy-six million, four hundred
eighty-nine thousand, six hundred
fifty-eight dollars and ninety-four
cents).

Five years ago, July 18, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,929,786,000,000
(Four trillion, nine hundred twenty-
nine billion, seven hundred eighty-six
million).

Ten years ago, July 18, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,160,432,000,000
(Three trillion, one hundred sixty bil-
lion, four hundred thirty-two million).

Fifteen years ago, July 18, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,796,027,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred ninety-six
billion, twenty-seven million).

Twenty-five years ago, July 18, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at
$533,511,000,000 (Five hundred thirty-
three billion, five hundred eleven mil-
lion) which reflects a debt increase of
more than $5 trillion—
$5,146,865,489,658.94 (Five trillion, one
hundred forty-six billion, eight hun-
dred sixty-five million, four hundred
eighty-nine thousand, six hundred
fifty-eight dollars and ninety-four
cents) during the past 25 years.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE JAPAN-AMERICA STUDENT
CONFERENCE

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, today I
would like to offer a special tribute to
the oldest university student exchange
forum between Japan and the United
States, the Japan-America Student
Conference (JASC). Founded sixty-six
years ago at the initiative of a group of
Japanese students who were concerned
about deteriorating U.S.-Japan rela-
tions, the month-long Conference has
since convened on fifty-two annual oc-
casions, alternating between the two
countries.

This year, the Conference will open
on July 21st at Tokai University’s Hon-
olulu campus, then move on to the Uni-

versity of North Carolina, Washington,
DC, and New York City, and will con-
clude at the Reischauser Institute for
Japanese Studies at Harvard Univer-
sity on August 21st. The sixty-two dele-
gates, half from each country and, rep-
resenting some thirty-four university
campuses, will address such topics as:
business practices, environmental
issues, philosophy and religion, histor-
ical perspectives, and third world poli-
cies, against the thematic backdrop of
‘‘Developing New Approaches to Pro-
mote Social Change.’’

JASC is completely designed and im-
plemented by students. Delegates elect
Japanese and American Executive
Committees at the conclusion of each
Conference who manage, plan, and se-
lect delegates for the next year’s event.
Many alumni of the conference have
gone on to distinguish themselves in
the business, academic, and govern-
mental arenas of their respective soci-
eties. Most notable among them is
Kiichi Miyazawa, former Prime Min-
ister and current Finance Minister of
Japan, who participated in the 1939 and
1940 Conferences, and Henry Kissinger,
former U.S. Secretary of State, who
participated in the 1951 Conference. A
common denominator among the high-
ly diverse delegate community is a
deep interest in knowing more about
the U.S. and Japan, which can lead to
careers relevant to the bilateral rela-
tionship.

Thirty intense days of travel and dia-
logue with each other foster better un-
derstanding and trust between the cul-
tures, and, more importantly, friend-
ships that endure for decades. As one
delegate observed, ‘‘JASC is not a des-
tination; it is a journey that does not
conclude.’’∑
f

ON THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE CROMWELL CHILDREN’S
HOME

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, for 100
years the Cromwell Children’s Home in
Cromwell, Connecticut has provided a
nurturing and supportive environment
for children. Although the Home has
evolved from its initial origins as an
orphanage, its dedication and devotion
to helping children in need has not
wavered. I am proud to rise today to
recognize this praiseworthy institution
and, on behalf of the people of Con-
necticut, extend a heartfelt thank you
on its centennial anniversary.

On any one day in Connecticut, there
can be over 5,000 children in need of the
services so selflessly provided by insti-
tutions like the Children’s Home.
Those children staying at the Chil-
dren’s Home benefit from a positive en-
vironment created by the dedicated
and skilled staff. From my experience
of working on children’s issues in the
United States Senate, I know how im-
portant it is to provide a constructive
and therapeutic atmosphere for chil-
dren.

The Children’s Home is special be-
cause it is a comprehensive residential
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